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ventures to submit that it has always been its endeavour to place facts
without any varnish at all, and, in making its submission regarding the
new sites, my Association has, in every instance, supported its objections
with disinterested testimony. The members of my Association, being
most of them traders of long experience, also claim to speak with confi-
dence regarding these sites, and however valuable they may become
in the distant future, for immediate purposes, save in one or two instances,
they are totally useless, situated as they are in isolated and uninhabited
spots where there has been no traffic* In Pietersburg, for instance, the
new site has been fixed nearly two miles from the town where, as it is only
a small village, there can be no traffic. It is, therefore, a question purely
and simply of establishing a new Indian village. Haifa dozen store-keepers
removing there will have only themselves to trade with. To say that
removal to such a Location would be tantamount to removal from Cheap-
side to Hampstead Heath in London would, in the humble opinion of
my Association, be an understatement of the case. And the very fact
that these sites have been fixed so far apart is a limitation of the powers
vested in the Government in virtue of Law 3 of 1885, which contemplates
the setting apart of "streets and wards'5 besides Locations.
The crux, however, of the whole question is legislation in anticipation
of the future, and my Association cannot help saying that the future being
guarded against by the Immigration Act on the Natal or Cape lines, there
would appear to be no reason for the fear of the Indian swamping the
European in any department of life. As against the ever increasing
European population, the Indian population, which may be estimated
at twelve thousand (12,000), would always remain stationary with'the
addition of the few who may be able to enter the Transvaal under the
education test. In Natal, for instance, during the five years' working
of the Act, only 158 new men were able to enter the Colony under the
test, when it consisted of a simple set form. As His Excellency is aware,
now the test has been considerably raised, being the same as in the Cape
Act, which makes it impossible for any but those who have a fairly com-
petent knowledge of the English language to enter the Colony. And
although my Association does not share the fears expressed by His Excel-
lency, in view of the popular prejudice, it is prepared to accept the impo-
sition of the restriction, so long as reasonable facilities are afforded for
servants and salesmen, who may be absolutely necessary for the carrying
on of existing businesses, to enter the Colony.
With reference to the issue of new trading licences to those who did
not at any time trade before war in the Transvaal, whether with or with-
out licences, my Association, in order to allay the popular prejudice, and
as an earnest of its desire to meet the wishes of the European Colonists
as much as possible, would be prepared to accept a general measure,
leaving it to the option of the Government or the Local Boards either
to grant or refuse such licences, subject, however, to an appeal to the
Supreme Court in cases of manifest injustice; for instance, where the